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Episode Two:  March 13, 1773 

 
 

Today I want to tell you about an important date in our Brothertown tribal history.  249 

years ago, on March 13, 1773, our ancestors called a meeting to discuss emigration to Oneida 

territory in upstate New York.  The meeting was hosted by the Mohegans in CT as it was the 

most central location.  The Tunxis came from Farmington, CT, Narragansett peoples came 

Charlestown Rhode Island, Montaukett from Long Island, Nehantic from CT, and Pequot from 

both the town of Stonington and Mashantucket. 

 



Our Brothertown ancestors were motivated by many things when they gathered in 

Mohegan on March 13, 1773 to discuss removal to new lands. Well-known events, such as the 

Mason Land controversy, the re-appropriation (or misappropriation) of Indian funds collected 

during Samson Occom’s missionary trip to Britain, and the execution of Moses Paul stand out as 

obvious catalysts alongside the continual racism and prejudicial treatment that Native Americans 

were accustomed to receiving. Yet, rather than accept the status quo or take up arms, 7 Native 

communities gathered to envision a new settlement where they and their children would be free 

from land encroachment and European mandates and prejudices. This would be a place where 

they could be free to live and govern themselves; a place where they could hunt and plant and 

raise their children. 

Often, Samson Occom is given the bulk of credit for Brothertown’s formation.  While he 

certainly helped things along, raised funds, took many people to the new settlement, and was one 

of our most prominent citizens, his son-in-law, Joseph Johnson, was the heart and “sole” of the 

movement.  In 1772, the same year that Moses Paul, was executed, Johnson found himself 

teaching among the Tunxis in Farmington.  There were several things of interest to our story in 

this arrangement.  For one, Johnson’s father, who had been a Captain of Indian scouts in the 

French and Indian War1, was something of a hero to Farmington locals who had fought with him. 

Second, Johnson was generally well-regarded there, both amongst the Indians and whites.  

Interestingly, Farmington was something of a refuge for displaced Indians from a number of 

other local tribes.  For example, John Adams, who came from the Quinnipiac tribe, and the 

Wangunk-descended Tousey family.   It’s easy to imagine how this may have given Johnson a 

similar idea on a grander scale.   

Johnson had also spent time in Oneida teaching school during his teenage years.  He’d 

seen how much room there was and thought it very possible that they might allow the East Coast 

Indians some land there on which to build their town.  Once the idea began to formulate; whether 

it was all his own; a byproduct of conversation with his mentor, Samson Occom, or the Fowler 

brothers; late night talks with Solomon Mossuck; or even partly refashioned from his teacher, 

Eleazar Wheelock’s grand design, it matters not.  The idea was there, and he had the backing of 

the Tunxis community.  Now, he had to see if there was enough support from the local tribes.  

Certainly, Occom was consulted. 

 
1 Caroline Andler, “Genesis of the Brothertown Indian” p 3 
https://brothertowncitizen.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/genesis-of-the-brothertown-indian.pdf. 



And so, the meeting was called and representatives from the various Christian Indian 

communities met.  March 13, 1773, then, was the first formal gathering of what would 

eventually become the Brothertown Indian Nation. 

 


